
Dear Senator Catherine Osten, Senator Paul Formica and Representative Toni Walker, 

Five years ago, financially exhausted by daycare and wanting to get pregnant again, my husband and I 

tried our luck and entered our daughter into the CREC lottery.  Having visited several magnet schools, 

we carefully chose our top three and crossed our fingers.  And just weeks after finding out I was 

pregnant, we also found out our daughter had gotten into International Magnet School (IMS). 

What started out as a search for financial relief from daycare ended up being, I think, one of the best 

decisions we could have made for our daughter (and now our son).  Often, when I tell people that our 

children go to a magnet school, people’s first reaction is skepticism.  Don’t you live in a town with a 

good school system?  Aren’t half the kids from Hartford?  Why yes, but my children are going to a good 

school and making friends with people of many different backgrounds and cultures, and are better for it. 

The quality of education is great, sure, but I never expected the amount of social/emotional support 

that the teachers and staff offer to all children.  I’ve become a better parent by putting into practice at 

home what the teachers and staff model at the school.  My children have access to great educational 

programs and devices and I couldn’t be more thankful. 

Over the years I have noticed the toll that slashed funding has taken on the school.  There are many 

after school events that no longer take place, which is unfortunate as there are not many opportunities 

to bring our diverse community together.  My daughter enjoyed the one year of summer camp she was 

able to attend (and I loved that there was an educational component!) until a lack of funding forced the 

school to only open it up to a small group of kids. 

I can’t say for sure what would happen if we never got into IMS.  I’m sure my kids would still have access 

to a quality education.  And sure they would probably still become friends with people of different 

backgrounds and cultures.  But the diversity of putting children together from dozens of towns, from 

urban to suburban to rural, can’t be matched anywhere other than a magnet school in my opinion.  It 

sets our kids apart.  It builds character, which is something this country needs a little more of 

apparently.  And as I mentioned before, I don’t know that any other school would meet my kids’ 

emotional needs as much as IMS has.  Kindness, caring, brain break, communicator, reflection, positive 

intervention – these are all words that are heard daily around IMS.  Magnet schools are unique learning 

environments for our children and that’s why they are so important.  Not only to those of us who have 

the incredible opportunity to be a part of a magnet school, but to the future businesses, non-profits and 

governments that will employ our graduates! 

Sincerely, 

Erin Jacques 

Parent of a Pre-K and 2nd grade student at International Magnet School 


